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American Idol 
visits Gateway 
City in search of 
uncharted talent!

By Minho Jung, page 2



“American Idol” came to St. Louis seeking hidden tal-
ents on June 28 2011. This was the second visit since the 
2004 audition where unknown blonde singer, Carrie Un-
derwood, from Oklahoma tried out at the same venue. By 
the end of that year, she had become a superstar after win-
ning the competition. 

St. Louis was announced as the first audition city for 
the upcoming season 11 of American Idol. With that being 
said, Scottrade Center was packed with more than 10,000 

hopefuls on the audition day. 
Participants, who were wearing wristbands after regis-

tering in the previous two days, waited their turn, practic-
ing their performance in the halls. 

“I have been here since five o’clock this morning. I 
haven’t gotten my audition yet. [I’m] still waiting. I have 
seen some really good singers, but it does not make me feel 
threatened. I think it eventually comes down to me.” Jes-
sica Gregory, participant, said. “I would be really excited if 
I won the ticket to Hollywood.” 

For this audition, singers performed in front of produc-
ers of the show instead of judges. Those participants who 
pass this first stage will be given an opportunity to perform 
again in front of the judges when they come back, which is 
later this summer. Only a small fraction of the participants 
got a golden paper, which is given to people who pass the 
audition. The audience applauded every time someone got 

a golden paper. 
“I came from St. Louis, where I go to UMSL optometry 

school. My friend Angel, 14 years old, will have an audi-
tion today. I just came here to support her. [If she won the 
ticket,] I would be really happy for her because she wants 
it so bad.” Sarah Morris, participant, said. 

Some participants came from much further away than 
St. Louis for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

“We came from Kansas for this audition. It’s about six 
hours driving from there to here. The driving was boring, 
but I thought that if my daughter does not do it now, she 
probably will never do it. 

So it is like a now or never type thing,” Rebecca Whitely 
said. “She will be in the audition within a couple of hours. 
I’m so nervous.”

  Some participants questioned the management of the 
event asking why they told people to come so early in the 
morning, although it was not necessary. 

“[About the competition] I figured why not. I thought 
it was once-a-lifetime- thing! All in all, it was fun, even 
though I don’t like the fact that they told people to get here 
at 5 a.m. unnecessarily,” Aquira Foster, participant, said. 
“The whole thing is not done in a first-come-first-served 
way. It’s done by registration order. Pretty much they make 
you get here at 5 a.m. just to get a nice crowd shot. That’s 
pretty much all. There is no benefit for you to get there 
that early.”

The search for the next American Idol continues in sev-
en other cities in the nation over this summer.
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“I figured why not. I thought it 
was once-a-lifetime- thing!”

 -Aquira Foster

American Idol season 11 auditions kick off in Saint 
Louis among six cities selected across entire nation. 

American Idol comes to Saint 
Louis to look for hidden talents

MINHO JUNG
News Editor
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The UNDERCURRENT

On New Year’s Eve, 2011, the city of St. Louis introduced a new countywide 
non-smoking policy that had been in discussion for nearly two years. As smok-
ing restrictions of this sort become increasingly commonplace in cities across 
the country, the University of Missouri-St. Louis has mirrored St. Louis Coun-
ty’s new policy with a smoking ban of its own. 

The new campus-wide policy, effective July 1, expands UMSL’s previous 
smoking restrictions, a policy which had been in effect since 1991. The previ-
ous campus policy, which had remained relatively unchanged until the recent 
campus-wide ban, only barred the use of tobacco products within campus build-

ings and facilities. 
Previously, students and faculty could smoke in any open-air area on the uni-

versity campus as long as they maintained a distance of ten feet from buildings. 
The new Smoke-Free Campus initiative broadens this restriction to apply to the 
entire UMSL campus, permitting smoking only within students’ vehicles, pro-
vided the doors, windows, sunroof and other openings are closed. 

This campus-wide smoking ban is hot off the heels of likeminded initiatives 
within St. Louis area colleges, including Washington University, which has had 
a non-smoking campus for several years, and Saint Louis University, which is 
considering similar campus-wide smoking restrictions as well.

Although UMSL’s own initiative will certainly encounter some resistance 
among students, many UMSL students and faculty have a very optimistic out-
look on the necessity and future success of the new smoking restrictions.

“I think this is a change that was long overdue,” Jacob Riess, senior, music, 
said. “I think that even though this decision might frustrate some students, 
it really puts the university on the cutting edge in terms of health and safety 
awareness.”

“I really don’t think it will be that difficult of a transition,” Alex Hale, sopho-
more, biology, said. “So many other public places already have a ban on smok-
ing. We’ve known about the dangers of secondhand smoke for decades, so it was 
really just a matter of time until something like this came along.”

Other UMSL students, however, are somewhat skeptical about the university’s 
readiness and ability to enforce the ban, speaking to the frustration of UMSL’s 
many tobacco-using students, some of whom feel slighted by the new policy.

“I believe this not to be a restriction on smoking in actuality, just the end of 

universities enabling it,” Elliott Risch, junior, philosophy, said. “The real down-
fall of policies like these is that it flies in the face of public favor. No policy will 
stand if the will of those under the policy does not stand in support.”

“It just seems like it was dropped on us without much warning,” Matthew 
Plodzein, senior, communications, said. “I don’t remember being given any op-
portunity to express my thoughts on the policy, and it seems that smokers, the 
only people who are really affected by the change, are being sort of marginal-
ized.”

Though the transition to a smoke-free UMSL cannot really be gauged so soon 
after its introduction, the polarizing opinions of UMSL students towards the 
ban certainly suggests interesting developments for the fall semester, when the 
returning students will truly be putting the new ban to the test.

DAVID VON NORDHEIM
Staff Writer

New Smoke-Free Campus pol icy  creates  waves

University of Missouri system cuts down economic 
development fund

University of Missouri school system is slashing its $5 million economic development fund 
almost in half in order to address the recent decision about the budget cut in higher education 
from the state government. University of Missouri system officials expected overall funding 
cuts in higher education due to the economic downturn. However, the recent decision about 
withholding from the system was unexpected.

“The governor assigned University of Missouri systems an extra $4.4 million cut. That is 
called withholding. That is a one-time cut instead of a permanent cut, which nobody expect-
ed.” James M. Krueger, Vice Chancellor of Managerial and Technological Services, said. “So 
we have to deal, at the systems level, with that additional $4.4 million [withholding as well as 
permanent funding cut in higher education].”   

Governor Jay Nixon’s recent decision about a budget cut in higher education has created 
controversies since it withholds more money from four universities in University of Missouri 
system, University of Missouri in Columbia, Rolla, Kansas City and St. Louis, than most of 
the other state universities in Missouri. An average 5.5 percent increase in tuition fees of those 
four universities this year, which is more than the rate recommended by the state government, 
has been pointed out as a cause of the decision. Only Missouri Western State University was 
included for the budget cut along with the University of Missouri systems among state col-
leges. 

“University of Missouri average tuition increase was 5.5 percent. The state wanted it to stay 
5 percent or below.” Krueger said.

Because Governor Nixon’s extra cut left the University of Missouri system with a $4.4 mil-
lion gap in its budget, the system is struggling to come up with possible solutions to address 
this funding gap. Capping enrollment on in-state students, but not on out-of-state students 
who usually pay much more tuition, is considered as one of the options to solve this problem 
as well as student surcharges.  

“Right now, the Board of Curators are discussing the number of options. The idea of po-
tential caps is still out there. But it’s not used at this time. It has been presented as one option 
for the future, but nothing has been decided.” Krueger said. 

Half of the funding gap will be covered by enterprise investment programs. The other half 
will be allocated by the extension, system office, university wide programs, and administra-
tions of four universities in the system. Details about solutions have been discussed.

“[About the next year’s possible tuition increase,] I think, at the system level, it may come 
into play or at least be considered,” Krueger said.

Nixon said that he had to make cuts because the state budget became tight due to natural 
disasters which recently happened in Southeast Missouri and Joplin. He set aside $25 million  
for each area for initial recovery.

MINHO JUNG
News Editor

“I think this is a change that was long overdue.”                     - Jacob Riess

Board of Curators discuss a number of options to resolve the funding gap issue
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Summertime is one of the most notorious times 
to be found at home on a nice weekend wasting 
the day away. Without the proper knowledge, all 
there is to do is waste time sitting around. Well 
waste no more time, here are a few things to do 
around the city this summer.

Fans of “The Amazing Race” hold on to your 
seats. This September, St. Louis is taking part 
in an event called “Urban Dare St. Louis.” This 
one-day event will include all the elements of the 
TV show but set in downtown St. Louis.

The dare will start at Maggie O’Brien’s at 2000 
Market St. at about 11 am. With a prize of $300 
for first place and a possible $5000 prize for the 
Super Dare winner, along with the adventure in 
the great outdoors, it seems well worth the $90 
dollar application fee.

Another well-known and primarily free 
attraction in St. Louis is the St. Louis Zoo. A 
beloved visiting spot for children and families of 
visitors and residents of St. Louis, the Zoo is a 

brilliant idea for spending a summer morning, a 
day or an afternoon.

Open almost year-round, the Zoo offers a look 
at exotic animals from all over the world and 
the information to go with them, everything a 
young and upcoming zoologist would need to 
get started. Plus, general access to the Zoo is 
free - the only things that do cost are the places 
like the stingray exhibit, the sea lion show or the 
Emerson Children’s Zoo.

While the Arch and the Zoo are staples of St. 
Louis, there a few time-sensitive events to visit 
as well. Some of St. Louis’ most popular venues 
will be electric with live entertainment from 
some very large name bands.

Followers of the show “American Idol” will 
be excited to know that the “American Idol” 
tour is heading to Scottrade Center on July 31. 
Featuring such talents as Casey Abrams, Haley 
Reinhart, and Jacob Lusk, the “Idol Live” tour is 
sure to be a promising display of talent.

Those more in tuned with ‘70s rock will be 
sure to find the upcoming Journey concert to be 
an entertaining way to spend an evening. Coming 

on July 27 at Verizon Amphitheater, tickets are 
still widely available. It would be a great treat for 
music lovers of all ages.

For fans of more modern rock, there are 
three major concerts coming to St. Louis this 
summer: Vans Warp Tour (August 3, Verizon 
Amphitheater), The Honda Civic Tour (August 
19, Verizon Amphitheater), and The Rock 
Allegiance Tour (August 30, Family Arena). 
With all three concerts hitting St. Louis in 
August, starting with the Warp tour and ending 
with Rock Allegiance, the month promises to be 
a rock fan’s dream.

There are a multitude of events and places 
available to visit to better spend a summer 
afternoon. For more information as well as ticket 
sales and other concerts this summer, visit www.
ticketsolutions.com/stlouis/concerts. For more 
venues, attractions and upcoming events to see, 
www.events.stltoday.com is a great place to start 
the search.

St. Louis has much to offer in the ways of 
entertainment. Do not let summer crawl by - 
enjoy St. Louis.

College student’s guide to not wasting summer in St. Louis 
Sculpture at the Saint Louis Zoo

GREG LAINE
Staff Writer
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